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Perlis

Perlis, is the smallest state in Malaysia. It lies at the northern part of the west coast of Peninsular Malaysia and has
Satun and Songkhla Provinces of Thailand on its northern border.

Perlis has a population of 210,000. The ethnic composition for the year 2000 in Perlis was: Malay (174,805 or 79.74%),
Chinese (21,058 or 9.6%), Indian (2,658 or 1.21%) and others (20,690 or 9.45%).

The capital of Perlis is Kangar and the royal capital is Arau. Another important town is Padang Besar, at the Malaysian-
Thailand border. The main port is the small village of Kuala Perlis, linking mostly to Langkawi Island. Perlis has a snake
farm and Gua Kelam as tourist attractions, as well as the small yet beautiful Perlis State Park.Economy

The state economy is dominated by agriculture, with rice, sugar and fruits predominating. Forestry and fishery is also
important, and the state is making efforts to attract small and medium scale manufacturing industries. During the
Japanese occupation of Malaya, the raja of Perlis was Syed Hamzah Jamalullail but the Siamese Government also
appointed their own Governor in Perlis by the name of Udom Boonyaprasop. The Japanese lost the War and the British
returned as colonialists again and decided to replace Raja Syed Hamzah with Syed Putra Jamalullail who reigned over
the smallest State in Malaya and later Malaysia both in terms of size, revenue and population.
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